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The changes in the Black Sea hydrological regime recorded since 1990s have altered the state
of epipelagic complexes of marine organisms, primarily the seasonal variability of their biological cy-
cles. This largely affected the spawning phenology of natural fish populations, as well as ichthyoplank-
ton species diversity and spatial distribution, and established trophic relationships within the plank-
ton community. The interactions between links of the food chain in epipelagic complexes, as well
as their seasonal and interannual variations, ultimately affect fish spawning efficiency, especially that
of mass commercial species, and determine the replenishment of their new generations. To establish
ichthyoplankton species composition, abundance, and spatial distribution, the study was carried out
in shelf and open areas of the Black Sea (the Crimean coast) during the 89™ cruise of the RV “Pro-
fessor Vodyanitsky” (30 September — 19 October, 2016). Eggs and larvae of fish and the biomass
of meso- and macroplankton were analyzed. Ichthyoplankton and macroplankton were sampled with
Bogorov—-Rass net (inlet area of 0.5 m?% mesh size of 300 um) by vertical sampling technique.
In the shelf areas, sampling was carried out from the bottom up to the surface, while in the deep-sea
areas, from the lower boundary of the oxygen zone up to the surface. Ichthyoplankton was fixed with
4% neutralized formaldehyde and investigated under microscope to determine taxonomic composition
and, if possible, to analyze contents of fish larvae intestines. Species composition and spatial distribu-
tion of ichthyo-, meso-, and macroplankton in October 2016 were studied, as well as the feeding of fish
larvae of the Black Sea off the Crimean coast. The research covered the initial phase of the autumn hy-
drological season. In samples, eggs and larvae of 9 warm-water fish species and 6 temperate-water fish
species were found. The mean abundance of eggs was 2.92 ind.-m™2, and the mean abundance of lar-
vae was 3.56 ind.-m™2. The low percentage (30%) of dead eggs of the warm-water European anchovy
Engraulis encrasicolus and the presence of its different-sized larvae evidenced the ongoing produc-
tive spawning. The zooplankton biomass increased from the shelf towards the deep-sea areas. Small
plankton organisms prevailed in the shelf areas providing enough food for fish larvae to survive. Despite
the significant biomass of gelatinous plankton feeders in October 2016, their effect on ichthyoplankton
complexes of the Black Sea was apparently minor.

Keywords: ichthyoplankton, mesoplankton, gelatinous macroplankton, feeding of fish larvae, species
diversity, spatial distribution, Black Sea
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Climate change is one of the main factors affecting spawning phenology, spatial distribution, species
structure, and trophic relationships in marine ecosystems [Richardson et al., 2009; Robinson et al., 2014;
Turan et al., 2016; Vinogradov et al., 1999]. An increase in temperature in seas with a well-pronounced
seasonality, infer alia in the Black Sea, led to an inversion of life cycles, a shift in the reproduction
timing, and an expansion in the species diversity of hydrobionts at all trophic levels, from primary pro-
ducers to predators [Auth et al., 2017; Fincham et al., 2013; McQueen, Marshall, 2017; Parsons, Lalli,
2002; Purcell et al., 2007]. The autumn hydrological season (October—November) is usually character-
ized by a restructuring of the surface current system from the summer type of circulation to the winter
one; also, it is distinguished by maximum temporal gradients of the sea surface temperature [ Artamonov
etal., 2018; Troshchenko, Subbotin, 2018]. Interestingly, autumn ichthyoplankton can be formed by both
warm-water and temperate-water fish species. In October, spawning of temperate-water fish begins (their
eggs prevail in ichthyoplankton), and spawning of warm-water fish continues. However, small abundance
of alive eggs and the absence of larvae of younger age groups indicate that the spawning is unproductive.
In October, on a shelf and in deep-sea areas, eggs of temperate-water species Sprattus sprattus (Lin-
naeus, 1758) and Merlangius merlangus (Linnaeus, 1758) are common, as well as larvae of Engraulis en-
crasicolus (Linnaeus, 1758) of older age groups and juveniles of Syngnathus schmidti Popov, 1928.
Eggs, larvae, and juveniles of coastal species brought there by a current are found singly [Dekhnik,
1973; Dekhnik, Pavlovskaya, 1979; Gordina et al., 1991; Klimova et al., 2010].

For gelatinous macroplankton, the autumn hydrological season is important for several reasons.
For the scyphomedusa Aurelia aurita (Linnaeus, 1758), it is a significant stage characterizing the success
of spring generation; for Mnemiopsis leidyi A. Agassiz, 1865, it is the time of maximum elimination under
the pressure of Beroe ovata Bruguiere, 1789 [Finenko et al., 2003]. For many species of mesozooplank-
ton, October is a period of active growth and reproduction against the backdrop of weakened predation
by ctenophores. Although, with a decrease in M. leidyi abundance in a plankton community, a trend to-
wards a rise in the trophic role of jellyfish was recorded; its predatory pressure on zooplankton in recent
years usually does not reach a threshold critical for maintaining prey populations [Anninsky et al., 2016].

Unfortunately, the Black Sea ichthyoplankton in the shelf and open waters at the beginning of the au-
tumn hydrological season was practically not analyzed due to its low abundance and species diver-
sity [Dekhnik, Pavlovskaya, 1979; Klimova, Podrezova, 2018; Klimova et al., 2010, 2019]. The latest
published data of ichthyo-, meso-, and macroplankton studies in the western sector of the Black Sea, in-
cluding the area off the Crimean Peninsula, date back to October 2005 [Klimova et al., 2010]. Therefore,
the results of complex plankton research carried out in October 2016 both in the shelf and deep-sea ar-
eas of the Black Sea off the Crimean Peninsula, from Cape Tarkhankut to the Kerch Strait, during
the transition from the summer hydrological season to the autumn one are of particular interest.

The aim of the work is to analyze species composition, abundance, and spatial distribution
of ichthyo-, meso-, and gelatinous macroplankton in October 2016 against the backdrop of climatic
variability of the Black Sea hydrological regime.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Plankton studies were carried out during the 89™ cruise of the RV “Professor Vodyanitsky” (Septem-
ber 30 — October 19, 2016) in the shelf and deep-sea areas of the Black Sea off the Crimean Peninsula
in the western (Cape Tarkhankut — the city of Alupka) and eastern sectors (Cape Meganom — the Kerch
Strait) in the water area with coordinates from N43.22° to N45.15° and from E31.24° to E36.26° (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1. Schematic map of sampling stations in the 89" cruise of the RV “Professor Vodyanitsky”

Ichthyo- and macroplankton, as well as large crustacean plankton (Calanus euxinus Hulse-
mann, 1991) was sampled with an inverse conical Bogorov—Rass net (BR-80/113; inlet area of 0.5 m?;
mesh size of 300 pum). Total mesozooplankton was sampled with a Juday net (inlet area of 0.1 m? mesh
size of 112 pm). Plankton was sampled by vertical hauls from the bottom to the sea surface in the shelf
area and from the lower boundary of the oxygen zone (o, = 16.2, according to Sea-Bird 911plus CTD)
to the sea surface in open waters.

With BR-80/113, sampling was carried out in one replication at 62 stations, including 39 stations
in the deep-sea (> 200 m) epipelagic zone, 19 stations on the outer shelf (50-200 m), and 4 stations
on the inner shelf (< 50 m). Large gelatinous macroplankton was filtered through a sieve with a 4-mm
mesh from freshly taken samples and analyzed in vivo onboard the RV for taxonomic composition,
abundance, oral-aboral body length of ctenophores, and umbrella diameter of jellyfish. The remain-
ing plankton fraction, inter alia small (< 5 mm) gelatinous, meso-, and ichthyoplankton, was fixed
and processed under stationary conditions. Species composition and abundance of early size—age stages
of gelatinous, large copepods, and ichthyoplankton were determined under MBS-10 at a magnification
of 8 X2 and 8 x 4. The body weight of the organisms was calculated using known linear weight ratios [ An-
ninsky et al., 2013]. Fish eggs and larvae were identified according to [Dekhnik, 1973; D’Ancona, 1933;
Russell, 1976].

Mesoplankton was sampled with a Juday net in duplicate on the outer shelf (sta. 1, N44.56°, E33.34°)
and in the deep-sea areas (sta. 3, N44.37°, E33.07°), fixed, and identified under stationary conditions
under a microscope (Fig. 1).
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All plankton samples were fixed in 4% (v/v) formaldehyde buffered with borates.

The study of fish larvae feeding was carried out on a fixed material according to the technique
of L. Duka and V. Sinyukova [1976]. Larvae were divided into size groups: E. encrasicolus, in accordance
with [Dekhnik, 1960]; S. schmidti, in accordance with [Gordina et al., 1991].

Using the formulas proposed by Yu. Odum [1986], diversity indices were calculated: species di-
versity [Shannon, Weaver, 1949], species richness [Simpson, 1949], dominance [Margalef, 1958],
and evenness [Pielou, 1966].

To analyze the hydrological regime and the structure of surface currents, we used expeditionary
data of vertical profiling with Sea-Bird 911plus CTD and data of acoustic Doppler current profiler
ADCP 300 kHz WorkHouse [Artamonov et al., 2018]. Additionally, we used material of satellite
observations of the sea surface temperature (hereinafter SST); maps of geostrophic and surface cur-
rents [Copernicus Marine Service, 2019; Marine Portal of the Marine Hydrophysical Institute, 2020; Na-
tional Center for Environmental Information, 2018] for August—October 2016; and data of regular obser-
vations on water temperature and salinity in the coastal areas of Sevastopol and Karadag [Troshchenko,
Subbotin, 2018; Troshchenko et al., 2019].

The relationship between the distribution of the studied plankton components and certain abiotic
environmental factors (seawater temperature and salinity) was measured by ANOSIM in PAST 4.0
statistical program.

RESULTS

Features of the hydrological regime. The period of the survey (September 30 — October 19, 2016)
corresponded to the initial phase of the autumn hydrological season. Intensive cooling of the sea upper
layer with temperature gradients of more than 3-3.5 °C per month began in the third 10-day period
of September and lasted until mid-December [ Artamonov et al., 2018; Copernicus Marine Service, 2019;
Marine Portal of the Marine Hydrophysical Institute, 2020; National Center for Environmental Informa-
tion, 2018; Troshchenko, Subbotin, 2018; Troshchenko et al., 2019]. The autumn hydrological season
is characterized by a restructuring of the surface current system from the summer type of circulation
to the winter one. However, satellite observation data for the previous period and the time of the survey,
geostrophic circulation calculations [Copernicus Marine Service, 2019; Marine Portal of the Marine
Hydrophysical Institute, 2020; National Center for Environmental Information, 2018], and instrumen-
tal observations [Artamonov et al., 2018] indicate that the surface water circulation system in the study
area in the first 10-day period of October 2016 corresponded to the summer one, with the preservation
of its main features [Klimova et al., 2019]. Active meandering of the Rim Current jet along the con-
tinental slope contributed to the preservation of two quasi-stationary synoptic formations: the Sevasto-
pol anticyclone (hereinafter SevAC) over the great topographic trough west of the Heracles Peninsula
and the Crimean anticyclone (hereinafter CrAC) on the shelf south of the Feodosiya Gulf [Ivanov, Be-
lokopytov, 2011]. To the south of the Rim Current area, in the western and eastern sectors of the survey,
peripheral areas of western and eastern cores of the main cyclonic gyre (hereinafter MCG) with weak
and unstable currents were traced (Fig. 2).

The general picture of the seasonal spatial distribution of the SST with a tendency to increase
its values from the northwest (areas of the earliest and most intense SST decrease) to the east was
disturbed by a strong storm on 9-10 October (Fig. 2). As a result, in the second 10-day period of Oc-
tober, background SST values throughout the study area decreased by 2—-3 °C [Artamonov et al., 2018].
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Thus, in the western sector, before the storm, the site of increased SST values (+21.0...421.5 °C) corre-
sponded to the SevAC zone; the site of minimum SST values (+19.0...419.5 °C) was limited to a small
shelf zone in the northwestern sea area [ Artamonov et al., 2018] (Fig. 3).
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In the eastern sector of the survey, ichthyoplankton was sampled in the second 10-day period of Octo-
ber 2016. Background SST values dropped after the storm to +16...+16.5 °C. In the shelf area from Cape
Sarych to Sevastopol, the values decreased to +17 °C (Fig. 4).

Against the backdrop of seasonal cooling of the sea surface layer and intensification of wind-wave
mixing, the thickness of the upper quasi-homogeneous layer increased everywhere compared to that
of the summer period. The maximum values of the thicknesses of the upper quasi-homogeneous
layer (up to 28-30 m) were registered in the SevAC and CrAC zones, while the minimum val-
ues (up to 12-16 m) were recorded in areas of water rise on the northern peripheries of the western
and eastern cores of the MCG.

Over the entire study area, cold intermediate layer differed significantly from “classical” one [Ivanov,
Belokopytov, 2011] in terms of the core temperatures. The range of its spatial temperature variability was
8.30-8.52 °C: up to 8.30-8.36 °C (minimum values), in the areas of water rise on the MCG periphery;
up to 8.42-8.44 °C, in the SevAC; and up to 8.5-8.52 °C, in CrAC. The variability of the depth
of the cold intermediate layer core also corresponded to the position of main circulation structures.
The maximum depth (up to 85-90 m) was noted above the great topographic trough in the SevAC
zone; the values up to 80 m were recorded in the CrAC zone; and the minimum depth was registered
on the periphery of the western (up to 35-40 m) and eastern (up to 40-45 m) cores of the MCG.
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The spatial distribution of salinity of surface waters was determined by the proximity to the main
sources of desalination, the direction of advection of desalinated waters, and the position of quasi-
stationary dynamic formations. Low water salinity (< 18%oc) was recorded in the SevAC and CrAC
zones, where transformed desalinated waters from the northwestern sea area and from the Kerch Strait
occurred. The most saline waters (18.45-18.50%0) corresponded to the peripheral areas of the MCG.

Ichthyoplankton. In ichthyoplankton, eggs and larvae of 15 fish species representing 9 families were
identified (9 species of warm-water and 6 species of temperate-water fish). The mean abundance of eggs
was 2.92, and larvae, 3.56 ind.-m™2 (Table 1).

Table 1. Species composition and relative abundance (%) of fish eggs and larvae off the Crimean
Peninsula in October 2016

Species Eggs Larvae
Family: Engraulidae
Engraulis encrasicolus (Linnaeus, 1758) 27.0 304
Family: Clupeidae
Sprattus sprattus (Linnaeus, 1758) 425 0.8
Family: Gadidae
Merlangius merlangus Linnaeus, 1758 20.5 53
Trisopterus luscus (Linnaeus, 1758) 4.5 10.7
Gadidae sp. - 3.6
Family: Lotidae
Gaidropsarus mediterraneus (Linnaeus, 1758) 4.5 0.8
Molva macrophthalma (Rafinesque, 1810) - 0.8
Family: Syngnathidae
Syngnathus schmidti Popov, 1928 - 28.1
Family: Scorpaenidae
Scorpaena porcus Linnaeus, 1758 - 0.8
Family: Gobiidae
Pomatoschistus marmoratus (Risso, 1810) - 0.8
Pomatoschistus minutus (Pallas, 1770) - 3.7
Pomatoschistus pictus (Malm, 1865) - 1.8
Gobius sp. - 0.8
Family: Mugilidae
Mugil cephalus Linnaeus, 1758 1.0 1.8
Family: Bothidae
Arnoglossus kessleri Schmidt, 1915 - 0.8
Mean abundance in a catch, ind.-m> 292 +1.64 3.56 £1.63

In the western sector of the survey (Cape Tarkhankut — the city of Alupka), ichthyoplankton was
sampled in the first 10-day period of October, when the surface water circulation system, as mentioned
earlier, corresponded to the summer one, with the preservation of its main features. At seawater tempera-
ture reaching +19.0...421.5 °C, eggs and larvae of 10 fish species were recorded; their mean abundance
was 3.4 and 4.7 ind.-m™2, respectively (Fig. 5).

Above the depths of more than 50 m, S. sprattus spawned; maximum abundance of its eggs,
22 ind.-m™%, was recorded near the Cape Khersones above a depth of 92 m. In addition to M. merlan-
gus (a common representative of the family Gadidae), eggs and larvae were found, which we identified
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as Trisopterus luscus (Linnaeus, 1758) (Table 2). This cod species has been described for the North
and Mediterranean Seas [Alonso-Fernandez et al., 2010; D’Ancona, 1933; Russell, 1976]; there,
its eggs and larvae are noted throughout the year with maximum abundance from October to May.
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Fig. 5. Schematic map of ichthyoplankton distribution (ind.-m~2) in October 2016

Table 2. Ichthyoplankton species composition and mean abundance (ind..m~2) in several areas
of the Black Sea (2016)

Cape Tarkhankut — the city of Alupka Cape Meganom' B
Species the Kerch Strait
30.09-09.10 19.10 10.10-17.10
Eggs Larvae Eggs Larvae Eggs Larvae
Engraulis encrasicolus 1.2 2.1 - - - -
Sprattus sprattus 1.4 - 2.0 - 0.6 0.1
Merlangius merlangus 0.5 - 0.5 - 0.9 0.7
Trisopterus luscus 0.2 0.5 - 1.0 - -
Gadidae sp. - 0.2 - - - -
Gaidropsarus mediterraneus - - - - 0.5 0.1
Molva macrophthalma - - - 0.5 - -
Mugil cephalus 0.1 0.1 - - - 0.1
Syngnathus schmidti - 1.5 - 0.5 - 0.4
Scorpaena porcus - 0.1 - - - -
Pomatoschistus marmoratus - - - - - 0.1
Pomatoschistus minutus - 0.1 - - - 0.1
Pomatoschistus pictus - 0.1 - - - 0.1
Gobius sp. - - - 0.5 - -
Arnoglossus kessleri - - - - - 0.1
Mean abundance 34 4.7 2.5 2.5 2.0 1.8
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Out of warm-water species, the European anchovy E. encrasicolus continued its spawning. It was pro-
ductive, as evidenced by the presence in samples of live eggs at different stages of development and lar-
vae on yolk, mixed, and external nutrition. The proportion of dead eggs in samples did not exceed 30%.
Maximum abundance of the European anchovy eggs (18.0 ind.-m™2) was registered on the Cape Kher-
sones traverse; of larvae (14 ind.-m™2), at Cape Tarkhankut. In addition to the anchovy, samples con-
tained larvae of gobies of the genus Pomatoschistus (P. minutus and P. pictus), flathead grey mullet
Mugil cephalus Linnaeus, 1758, pelagic pipefish S. schmidti, and black scorpionfish Scorpaena porcus
Linnaeus, 1758 (Table 2, Fig. 5).

In the second 10-day period of October, ichthyoplankton was sampled at 17 stations in the east-
ern sector of the survey (Cape Meganom — the Kerch Strait) after a sharp decrease in SST val-
ues (Fig. 5). There, eggs and larvae of 9 fish species were identified. The mean abundance of eggs
was 2.0, and the mean abundance of larvae was 1.8 ind.-m™ (Table 2). At coastal stations, in ichthyo-
plankton, in addition to eggs of the temperate-water Gaidropsarus mediterraneus (Linnaeus, 1758), lar-
vae of warm-water species were registered — gobies of the genus Pomatoschistus and scaldback Arnoglos-
sus kessleri Schmidt, 1915. At stations on the slope of depths, ichthyoplankton was mainly represented
by eggs and larvae of fish species common for the winter spawning season — M. merlangus, S. sprattus,
and G. mediterraneus. In ichthyoplankton, there were no European anchovy eggs and larvae. Out of warm-
water species, single S. schmidti juveniles were caught, as well as larvae of gobies, which were proba-
bly brought there by the current along the eastern periphery of the CrAC due to increased northeast
winds [Marine Portal of the Marine Hydrophysical Institute, 2020]. Above depths of more than 2,000 m,
only at 1 out of 8 surveyed stations, S. schmidti larva was recorded.

At the end of the second 10-day period (on 19 October, 2016), 4 stations were surveyed from the city
of Sevastopol to Cape Sarych in the depth range 73-314 m. There, in contrast to the SST in the first
10-day period of October, the SST no longer exceeded +17 °C. In ichthyoplankton, eggs and lar-
vae of only 6 fish species were registered (with the mean abundance of ~ 2.5 ind.-m™2) (Table 2).
Out of warm-water species, single specimens of Gobius sp. larvae were found, and S. schmidti juveniles
were noted. Temperate-water species were represented by eggs of S. sprattus and M. merlangus, as well
as by larvae of Mediterranean predators that have recently invaded the Black Sea — T. luscus and Molva
macrophthalma (the family Lotidae) [D’Ancona, 1933; Russell, 1976]. Those were caught above a depth
of ~ 300 m seaward of the Laspi Bay (Table 2). In recent years, single larvae of these species
are regularly recorded off the Crimean Peninsula from Cape Tarkhankut to the Kerch Strait [Klimova,
Podrezova, 2018].

The nutrition of different-sized larvae of three fish species prevailing in ichthyoplankton was stud-
ied — two warm-water (E. encrasicolus, 21 specimens; S. schmidti, 22 specimens) and one temperate-
water (7. luscus, 6 specimens) (Table 1).

The analysis of the size composition of E. encrasicolus larvae showed as follows: 9% were on yolk nu-
trition; 27%, on mixed; and 64 %, on external. In E. encrasicolus larvae with a total length (TL) from 6.2
to 14.7 mm, which were on external nutrition, food objects in intestines were recorded mainly as an amor-
phous mass, and it could not be identified. Only two larvae had copepod nauplii, 0.15 to 0.2 mm in size,
which retained chitinous membranes; in the intestine of a 14.7-mm larva, a copepodite Acartia clausi
Giesbrecht, 1889 was identified (0.75 mm).

Juvenile stages of Copepoda (Calanoida) were predominantly found in intestines of the pelagic
pipefish 13.2 to 87 mm in size. In certain cases, Cladocera and eggs of hydrobionts were noted.
In the nutrition of S. schmidti of size group II, the proportion of small food items (up to 0.25 mm)
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did not exceed 8%; in larvae of size group III, organisms 0.4—0.7 mm long prevailed in intestines.
Pelagic S. schmidti mostly consumes species predominating in plankton, and it is clear that the prevalence
of larger food items in its intestines is related to their abundance in the sea.

In larvae, identified by us as 7. luscus, with a length (TL) of 2.6—4.0 mm, there were juvenile
stages of copepods (Calanidae and Oithonidae) ranging 0.175-0.375 mm — from 2 to 8 specimens
per intestine.

In general, during the study period (October 2016), low abundance of ichthyoplankton was ob-
served, with a rather large number of species for open waters (15). For entire sample, the species
richness index was 11.5. Due to a lack of pronounced prevalence in ichthyoplankton (dominance in-
dex was 0.2), we recorded rather high values of evenness index (0.7) and species diversity index (2.8)
for the off-season [Odum, 1986; Pielou, 1966; Shannon, Weaver, 1949; Simpson, 1949].

Mesoplankton. Mesozooplankton was dominated by A. clausi, C. euxinus, Paracalanus
parvus (Claus, 1863), Penilia avirostris Dana, 1849, and Parasagitta setosa (J. Miiller, 1847), usu-
ally having a maximum or close to it biomass in autumn months. The only exception is Pseudo-
calanus elongatus (Brady, 1865): its biomass, as a rule, reaches the highest values in March—April.
On the outer shelf and in the deep-sea areas, mesozooplankton composition differed somewhat. There
was a regular increase in the proportion of cold-water species with distance from the coast. In de-
scending order by biomass, on the outer shelf, the following species prevailed: P. setosa (20.4%),
P. parvus (18.3%), A. clausi (12.2%), and P. avirostris (12.1%). At greater depths, the prevailing species
were C. euxinus (32.1%), P. elongatus (21.5%), P. parvus (12.0%), and P. setosa (11.3%).

At 39 stations of the deep-sea epipelagic zone, the biomass of the dominant copepod C. euxinus
varied depending on the position of the lower boundary of the oxygen zone (o, = 16.2). Specifically,
with its shift from 100-125 to 126—150 m, the biomass of this crustacean increased from (6,200 = 800)
to (9,020 % 1,020) mg-m™2. In the deep-sea range of the lower boundary of the oxygen zone, 151-180 m,
the value decreased to (7,300 £ 1,900) mg-m’z. In total, the abundance and biomass of common

and fodder (without Noctiluca species) zooplankton were twice as high in the open pelagic zone than
on the shelf (Table 3).

Table 3. Mesozooplankton composition, abundance (ind.-m~2), and biomass (mg-m~2) on two stations
of the Cape Khersones traverse (above the depth of 92 and 1,800 m) in October 2016

Species Outer shelf (50-200 m) Deep-sea areas (> 200 m)
ind.-m~2 % mg-m~2 % ind.-m~2 % mg-m~> %
Total mesozooplankton 332,153 - 7,570 - 569,524 - 14,840 -
Fodder mesozooplankton 315,599 - 6,700 - 552,134 - 13,950 -
Mesozooplankton < 0.5 mm 134,592 100 1,022 100 222,244 100 983 100
Paracalanus parvus 44,082 32.8 249 24.4 83,225 37.4 352 35.8
Acartia spp. 24,004 17.8 77 7.5 38,615 17.4 126 12.8
Pseudocalanus elongatus 4,885 3.6 22 2.2 23,174 10.4 109 11.1
Centropages ponticus 7,424 5.5 33 3.2 9,662 4.3 42 4.3
Copepoda nauplii 19,000 14.1 14 1.4 32,000 14.4 24 2.4
Penilia avirostris (< 0.5 mm) 2,315 1.7 23 2.3 625 0.3 6 0.1
Oikopleura dioica 14,250 10.6 377 36.8 3,750 1.7 108 11.0
Other organisms 18,632 13.8 227 22.2 31,193 14.0 200 20.3

Mopckoii buonoruueckuii kypHan Marine Biological Journal 2023 vol. 8 no. 2



State of the ichthyo-, meso-, and macroplankton complexes off the Crimean Peninsula. .. 65

This pattern was not observed for small fodder zooplankton (organisms < 0.5 mm), which is the main
food of fish larvae. Its abundance on the outer shelf (134,592 ind.-m™) was inferior to the abundance
in the deep-sea epipelagic zone (222,244 ind.-m™2), but the opposite trend was noted for the values
of the biomass of small organisms: 1,022 mg-m™ on the shelf and 983 mg-m™ at a deeper station.
Out of small species and forms, copepodites P. parvus prevailed everywhere in terms of abundance (32.8
and 37.4%). In terms of biomass, Oikopleura (Vexillaria) dioica Fol, 1872 dominated on the outer
shelf (36.8%), while P. parvus dominated in the deep-sea areas (35.8%).

In total, in the deep-sea areas, the biomass of copepods and, apparently, crustacean zooplankton
was associated with the abundance and biomass of Pleurobrachia pileus (O. F. Miiller, 1776) (p < 0.01),
as well as with the abundance of A. aurita (p < 0.05).

Gelatinous macroplankton was mainly represented by the scyphomedusa A. aurita and three
species of ctenophores (M. leidyi, P. pileus, and B. ovata), occurring together in more than 90%
of samples (Fig. 6).
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Fig. 6. Gelatinous macroplankton abundance (ind.-m~2) and biomass (g-m‘z) in the central Black Sea
in October 2016 (mean values * standard errors)

The mean biomass of A. aurita in areas with depths > 200 m was 203—260 g-m2, and the abun-
dance was 21-24 ind.-m™. High biomass values were observed on the coastal shelf: (676 + 583) g-m™.
The absence of significant differences in the biomass and abundance of the scyphomedusa in various ar-
eas of the epipelagic zone can be traced according to the geometric mean estimates (79-157 g-m™
and 10-21 ind..m™) and is confirmed statistically (p > 0.05). For this species, the maximum
biomass (2,611 g-m™) and abundance (92 ind.-m™2) were noted on the periphery of the eastern core
of the MCG (sta. 79).

On the shelf and in the deep-sea areas, ctenophores P. pileus and M. leidyi competing with the jel-
lyfish had the same mean biomass, but P. pileus prevailed in terms of abundance and distribution.
There were two areas of the largest accumulations of this ctenophore — the periphery of the eastern
core of the MCG (up to 161 g-m™ and 444 ind.-m™) and border areas of the SevAC (up to 93 g-m™
and 331 ind.-m™).
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M. leidyi was found in macroplankton at 58 stations. In total, this ctenophore occurred more often
and in higher abundance in the direction from the inner shelf towards the deep-sea epipelagic zone.
Despite its local concentrations (up to 325 g-m™2 at sta. 79), its biomass usually did not exceed 50 g-m™;
in open waters, the value averaged 26-48 g-m™2. M. leidyi abundance increased closer to the eastern sea
area, where, in rare cases, the value reached 70 ind.-m™ (sta. 63).

The third species, B. ovata, was found almost everywhere in the sea. Its mean biomass ranged
11-22 g-m™2, and the values were higher in the same areas, as the biomass values for M. leidyi (p < 0.01).
A. aurita reached higher abundance there as well (p < 0.05). The abundance of ctenophores was max-
imum in the Feodosiya Gulf area (108-112 ind.-m™?) and decreased with distance from the Crimean
coast. These data give grounds to suggest that B. ovata population initially developed in the coastal zone,
and its spreading to open waters occurred later.

The total abundance of ichthyoplankton, as well as fish eggs and larvae separately,
was higher (p < 0.05) in areas with higher abundance of a ctenophore B. ovata. Moreover, the abun-
dance of fish larvae turned out to be positively related to the abundance of the scyphomedusa
A. aurita (p < 0.05) and, apparently, to the temperature of the sea upper layer (p < 0.07). The occur-
rence of particular ichthyoplankton representatives could be associated with various biotic and abiotic
conditions. The abundance of E. encrasicolus eggs and larvae was related to the abundance of B. ovata
alone (p < 0.05). The abundance of S. schmidti larvae and juveniles mainly correlated with the abun-
dance and biomass of the copepod C. euxinus (p < 0.05), the biomass of all mesoplankton (taking that
on average its value is 1.6 times higher than that of C. euxinus [Anninsky, Timofte, 2009]) (p < 0.05),
and the abundance of the jellyfish A. aurita (p < 0.05). For eggs of S. sprattus and M. merlangus,
no relationship with the habitat conditions of these species was found (p > 0.05).

DISCUSSION

Ichthyoplankton species composition, abundance, and spatial distribution in various areas
of the Black Sea are mostly limited by the hydrological regime, primarily by water temperature as a factor
determining the rhythm of biological processes; also, those are limited by the food supply and the impact
of predators [Dekhnik, Pavlovskaya, 1979].

The period of plankton studies corresponded to the initial stage of the autumn hydrological season
with a rather smooth decrease in the SST during the survey in the western sector in the first 10-day
period of October 2016 and with a sharp drop in SST values in the eastern sector in the second
10-day period, after a strong storm.

In October, warm-water fish species usually complete their spawning, while temperate-water ones
only begin to spawn. Therefore, ichthyoplankton, as a rule, is dominated by larvae of older age groups
of warm-water fish and eggs of temperate-water fish [Dekhnik, 1973]. In the first 10-day period of Oc-
tober 2016, in the western sector of the survey, 10 species were identified in ichthyoplankton, and a rela-
tively high mean abundance of fish eggs and larvae was observed. Out of larvae, the warm-water E. encra-
sicolus prevailed; in terms of abundance of eggs, temperate-water S. sprattus dominated. However, eggs
of the European anchovy accounted for a rather significant proportion in samples, 35.3%. Moreover,
in 2016, unlike the situation in previous years [Dekhnik, 1973; Klimova, Podrezova, 2018; Klimova
et al., 2010], E. encrasicolus spawning was productive, as evidenced by the presence of larvae in sam-
ples (44.7% of the total abundance of all species) of all age groups. At the same time, eggs of 3 species
and larvae of 2 species of temperate-water fish were recorded (see Table 2). On 1-14 October, 2005,
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when the SST was on average 2 °C lower than in 2016, eggs and larvae of 11 fish species were found
in ichthyoplankton [Klimova et al., 2010]. The mean abundance of eggs was twice as low as in 2016. Only
common temperate-water species spawned: S. sprattus, M. merlangus, and G. mediterraneus. Spawning
was productive for M. merlangus alone. Larvae of warm-water fish were represented by 8 species. E. en-
crasicolus completed its spawning; its larvae of older age groups prevailed in samples. This corresponded
to the data of ichthyoplankton studies of the 1950s—1970s [Dekhnik, 1973].

A sharp change in the parameters of thermal stratification after the storm on 9-10 October, 2016,
altered the structure of species composition of ichthyoplankton on the shelf of the southwestern
Crimea (from Cape Sarych to the city of Sevastopol): the proportion of temperate-water fish increased.
The abundance of ichthyoplankton species at the end of the second 10-day period of October has al-
most halved; the mean abundance of fish eggs and larvae did not exceed 2.5 ind.-m™ (Table 2). Eggs
of temperate-water S. sprattus and M. merlangus were registered, but their spawning was unproductive.
Samples contained only larvae of temperate-water invaders 7. luscus and M. macrophthalma. In catches,
there were no E. encrasicolus eggs and larvae. Warm-water species were represented only by single larvae
of gobies and S. schmidti juveniles.

In the eastern sector of the survey, ichthyoplankton was sampled in the second 10-day period
of October 2016. After the storm, background SST values dropped to +16...+16.5 °C. On the shelf
and on the slope of the northeastern water area (from Cape Meganom to the Kerch Strait), eggs and lar-
vae of 9 fish species were noted, and this is almost the same number of species as in the western sector
of the survey before the storm. However, the absence of E. encrasicolus eggs and larvae in samples (those
prevailed in samples of the western sector of the survey in the first 10-day period of October) led to a de-
crease in the mean abundance of eggs to 2.0 ind.-m™2 and larvae to 1.8 ind.-m™ (see Table 2). Temperate-
water species were represented by eggs and larvae of fish common to winter ichthyoplankton (S. sprattus,
M. merlangus, and G. mediterraneus), while warm-water ones were represented only by single larvae
of Pomatoschistus gobies and A. kessleri, as well as by S. schmidti juveniles. Southward, at deep-sea
stations, samples were practically empty (as mentioned earlier, at 8 surveyed stations, just 1 specimen
of the pelagic pipefish was caught).

Both in October 2016 and October 2005, favorable conditions were observed for the survival of lar-
vae of warm-water and temperate-water fish [Klimova et al., 2010]. Larvae on mixed and external nutri-
tion with empty intestines were not found during the daytime. In October 2016, the food of S. sprattus lar-
vae on external nutrition was mostly in the form of an amorphous mass; in the largest specimens, juvenile
stages of copepods were identified. This corresponds to the data of [Duka, Sinyukova, 1976] on feeding
habits and intestinal structure of larvae of this species. A detailed analysis of S. schmidti feeding of var-
ious size groups is given based on material sampled in September 1987, when the SST was comparable
to that in October 2016 [Gordina et al., 1991]. In larvae of size group III, both in September 1987 and Oc-
tober 2016, large food organisms (0.4—0.7 mm long) prevailed in intestines. In the feeding of S. schmidti
larvae of size group II, small food objects prevailed in September 1987; their proportion did not exceed
8% in October 2016. Previously, small Oithona nana Giesbrecht, 1893 accounted for 18-51% of the to-
tal abundance of consumed organisms in intestines of the pelagic pipefish of size group II [Gordina et al.,
1991]. Currently, this species is not recorded in the Black Sea zooplankton.

High amount of food objects in intestines of fish larvae indicated a good food supply; this was con-
firmed by mesoplankton studies. In the initial phase of the autumn hydrological season in 2016, the sea
cooling occurred more slowly than in 2005, and favorable temperature conditions for the development
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of warm-water zooplankton were maintained for longer [Klimova et al., 2010]. Mostly due to the growth
in populations of warm-water species (P. parvus, Centropages ponticus Karavaev, 1895, P. avirostris, etc.),
in 2016, the abundance and biomass of fodder zooplankton, both on the outer shelf and in the deep-sea
areas, reached the level of the upper limit of the corresponding data of 2005 [Klimova et al., 2010].
A small number of samples in 2016 does not allow us to estimate interannual differences in the abun-
dance and biomass of small-sized zooplankton statistically. However, during this period, the abundance
of food organisms < 0.5 mm in size increased by 4-6 times, and their biomass rose by 7-8 times.
This is quite consistent with the trend towards a rise in the abundance of all crustacean plankton
that has emerged in recent years [Anninsky et al., 2016]. An increase in its abundance and biomass
indicates certain (possibly temporary) rise in trophicity of the Black Sea water, which is also con-
firmed by data on predatory jellyfish [Anninsky, Timofte, 2009]. In the deep-sea areas, the biomass
of the jellyfish A. aurita was significantly higher in 2016 (p < 0.01) than in 2005. P. pileus biomass
doubled over this period (p < 0.001). M. leidyi biomass (~ 250 g-m™ prior to a seasonal outbreak
of B. ovata) increased by 2-3 times. All this indicates that there were more gelatinous macroplank-
ton in 2016. Potentially, it could have a stronger effect on entire mesozooplankton, including ichthyo-
plankton complexes, than in 2005. However, considering the abundance of mesozooplankton and that
of fish eggs and larvae, the predatory pressure of gelatinous species did not cause significant damage
to the populations of prey. Apparently, this is also indicated by the positive relationship between the to-
tal abundance of fish larvae and the abundance of A. aurita. Such a dependence, as well as a simi-
lar one (between the abundance of early age stages of the European anchovy and a ctenophore B. ovata),
may indicate obvious trophic vectors of ichthyoplankton distribution in the sea. In the first case, such
a vector could be the abundance of microplankton; in the second case, it could be greater develop-
ment of small feeding zooplankton under a weak predatory pressure of plankton-feeding ctenophores.
It is worth noting that B. ovata has a stronger effect on M. leidyi population than in previous years.
It appears earlier in plankton and adapts more quickly to seasonal shredding of individuals in the prey
population, forming its own, small-sized generation via larval reproduction [Finenko, Datzyk, 2016].
Moreover, B. ovata penetrates the deep-sea epipelagic zone, where M. leidyi used to escaped complete
grazing [Anninsky et al., 2013].

On the one hand, relatively high SST values in the first 10-day period of October 2016 contributed
to the prolongation of spawning of the European anchovy and other warm-water fish species. On the other
hand, those prevented full expansion of the sea surface layer in October by cold-loving gelatinous
species (A. aurita and P. pileus), which prefer lower temperature [Anninsky, 2009]; this could lead
to the displacement of both species into deeper horizons. High abundance of A. aurita and P. pileus
intensified their competition and intraspecific food rivalry at these depths. Apparently, this caused
a decrease in both mean umbrella diameter of jellyfish and growth rate of its generation. Specifically,
in October 2016, the growth rate of A. aurita generation was one of the lowest over the past 15 years.

Conclusions:

1. In October 2016, against the backdrop of climate change, in the hydrological regime of the Black
Sea, eggs and larvae of 15 species representing 9 families of both temperate-water and warm-water
complexes were registered in shelf and deep-sea areas off the Crimean Peninsula. The mean abundance
of eggs was 2.92, and larvae, 3.56 ind.-m™. Relatively high indices of species diversity, a wide size
range of larvae, and the presence of food organisms in their intestines indicated favorable conditions
for ichthyoplankton survival during the study period.
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2. Shifts in the abundance and species structure of ichthyoplankton were mediated by the character-
istics of the hydrological regime during the research. In the first 10-day period of October (the initial
phase of the autumn hydrological season, when the surface water circulation system in the study area
was still consistent with the summer one, and the water temperature exceeded +21 °C), eggs and lar-
vae of 10 fish species were noted in the western sector of the survey. Their mean abundance was 3.4
and 4.7 ind.-m™%, respectively. In the sea, productive spawning of the warm-water Engraulis encrasi-
colus still occurred, as evidenced by a low proportion of dead eggs (30%) and the presence of larvae
of all age groups in samples — on yolk (9%), mixed (27%), and external (64%) nutrition. The spawn-
ing of temperate-water Sprattus sprattus and Merlangius merlangus was unproductive. Single larvae
of two Gadidae species were recorded.

In the second 10-day period of October, with a sharp drop in the sea surface temperature
to +16.5...417 °C against the backdrop of increased wind-wave mixing, in the eastern sector of the sur-
vey, eggs and larvae of 9 more fish species were registered, but their mean abundance decreased to 2.0
and 1.8 ind.-m2, respectively. Species structure was already typical for the autumn spawning season.
In samples, there was no E. encrasicolus. Productive spawning of temperate-water Gaidropsarus mediter-
raneus, S. sprattus, and M. merlangus was noted. Warm-water species were represented only by larvae
of older age groups.

At the end of the survey, on the shelf of the southwestern Crimea, from the city of Sevastopol
to Cape Sarych, ichthyoplankton was represented only by 6 species: single specimens of warm-water
larvae of Gobius sp. and Syngnathus schmidti, eggs of temperate-water S. sprattus and M. merlangus,
and larvae of Mediterranean invaders Trisopterus luscus and Molva macrophthalma.

3. Despite the fact that gelatinous predators were abundant in 2016, they did not cause significant
damage to meso- and ichthyoplankton populations. In 2016, early appearance (in April) of a ctenophore
Beroe ovata and its penetration into the deep-sea epipelagic zone weakened the predatory pressure
of Mnemiopsis leidyi on zooplankton of the upper quasi-homogeneous layer, where eggs and larvae
of most fish species develop. The relatively high sea surface temperature (more than +20 °C) prevented
full expansion of this biotope by cold-loving gelatinous species (Aurelia aurita and Pleurobrachia pileus)
and contributed to their displacement into deeper horizons, where their competition and intraspecific
food rivalry intensified.

This work was carried out within the framework of IBSS state research assignment “Regularities of formation
and anthropogenic transformation of biodiversity and biological resources of the Sea of Azov-Black Sea basin
and other areas of the World Ocean” (No. 121030100028-0), “Investigation of mechanisms of controlling produc-
tion processes in biotechnological complexes with the aim of developing scientific foundations for production of bi-
ologically active substances and technical products of marine genesis” (No. 121030300149-0), and “Functional,
metabolic, and toxicological aspects of hydrobionts and their populations existence in biotopes with different physi-
cal and chemical regimes” (No. 121041400077-1). The research was carried out at the core facility RV “Professor
Vodyanitsky” (IBSS).
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COCTOAHUME UXTUO-, ME30- 1 MAKPOIIJTAHKTOHHbIX KOMIIJIEKCOB
Y KPBIMCKOTI'O ITOJTYOCTPOBA (UEPHOE MOPE)
B CBA3U C OCOBEHHOCTAMMU I'MIPOJIOTUYECKOI'O PEZKUMA
B OKTABPE 2016 I'.

. H. Knmumosal, B. E. Aununckmnii’, A. A. Cy66otun’, . B. Bnoposuu!, I1. C. Iloape3osa

'®I'BYH PUII «HCTUTYT GHOJOriH I0KHBIX Mopeii uvMenn A. O. Kopaneckoro PAH»,

Cesactononb, Poccuiickas ®epepanust
E-mail: mklim@mail.ru

Kiimmatnyeckue n3aMeHeHus B MIPOJIOTHYECKOM pexume Ye€pHoro Mopsi, orMedaembie ¢ 1990-x rr.,
OTPa3WIVCh Ha COCTOSIHUM SITUIETarTIeCKUX KOMIUIEKCOB MOPCKHX OPTaHU3MOB, TTPEsK/Ie BCEro Ha ce-
30HHON W3MEHUYMBOCTU UX OMOJIOTMYECKUX IUKJIOB. DTO OKa3ajo CYIIeCTBEHHOE BIMsHUE Ha (heHO-
JIOTHI0 HEepecTa MPUPOJHBIX MOMYJISIIUA phI0, BUAOBOE pa3HOOOpa3ue W MPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE pacripe-
JieJieHUe UXTUOIUIAHKTOHA, a TaKkKe Ha YCTOSIBIIUECs TPoprueckre B3aUMOOTHOIICHUS B TUIAHKTOH-
HOM c00011ecTBe. B KOHEYHOM UTOre XapaKTep B3aUMOJEHCTBUS MKy pa3IMYHbIMU 3BEHbSIMU TPO-
(praeckoii 1ienu B MUIMETATMUECKUX KOMIUIEKCAX, UX CE30HHAS M MEXroJoBas U3MEHUYMBOCTh BIIH-
10T Ha 3(PEKTUBHOCTh HEPECTa PhIO, MPEkKIe BCEr0 MACCOBBIX MPOMBICIOBBIX BHUIOB, M B 3HAYH-
TEJILHOU CTETIeHH OMPEENISIIOT YCIeX MOMOMHEeHNs uxX Oyaynmx nokojeHuid. C 1esblo N3yJYeHus BU-
JOBOTO COCTaBa, YHCIIEHHOCTH W MPOCTPAHCTBEHHOTO pacHpe/ie/ieHns] MXTUOIIAHKTOHA B OKTSOpe
2016 r. (89-11 peiic HUC «IIpodeccop Bopsuutkuit», 30 centsiops — 19 okTs0ps) Oput mpoBe-
JEHBbI UCCIIEIOBAHUS B IIEeJb(POBBIX M OTKPHITHIX BoAax UE€pHoro mops y KpeIMCKOro moiyocTposa,
MPOAHAIM3UPOBAHBI HE TOJIbKO MKPA U JITYMHKU PhIO, HO M OMOMacca Me30- U MakpoIiaHKToHa. [1po-
Obl UXTHO- ¥ MaKPOILJIAHKTOHA OTOMpasu ceThio Boropoa — Pacca (1io1iiaib BXOJIHOIO OTBEPCTUS —
0,5 M?; s;uest — 300 MKM) METOJIOM TOTAJIbHBIX BEPTHKAIBLHBIX JIOBOB OT JHA JIO TIOBEPXHOCTH MOPSI
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B 00JIaCTH 1eNb(a U OT HIKHEN MPaHUIIbI KUCTIOPOJHOW 30HbI JI0 IOBEPXHOCTU MOPSI B TITyOOKOBO/I-
HOM yacTh. IXTHOTUIaHKTOH (PUKCUPOBaIH 4 %-HBIM PacTBOpOM (hOpMaTMHA U aHATU3UPOBAJIH TTO3KE
T10]] MUK POCKOIIOM, OTpe/ieisisi TAKCOHOMHUYECKHUI COCTaB OPraHU3MOB M 110 BO3MOKHOCTA — HaJIU-
YKe U COCTaB IMUIMY B KUIIEYHUKAX JIMYMHOK pbiO. [IpoaHam3npoBaHbl JaHHBIE O BUJIOBOM COCTaBE
Y IIPOCTPaHCTBEHHOM paclpesieleHUH UXTHO-, Me30- M MaKPOIUIAHKTOHA, a TAKKe O MUTaHUU JINYUHOK
pbi6 YépHoro mMopsi y KpbiMckoro nosryoctpoBa B okTsi0pe 2016 . Ilepruon chbEMKHU COOTBETCTBOBAT
HavyaabHOH (ha3e OCEHHEro MMAPOJIOTMIECKOro ce30Ha. IXTHOIIIAHKTOH ObLT ITPE/ICTaBIIeH UK PO U JIH-
YHUHKaMHU 9 BUJOB TETUIOBOTHBIX U 6 BUJOB YMEPEHHOBOAHBIX pbi0. CpeHsisi YMCIEHHOCTh UKPHI PBIO
coctaBisuia 2,92, a IMYMHOK — 3,56 9k3.-M 2. Huzkas noist (30 %) MEPTBOM UKPHI TEIIOBOAHOM XaM-
col Engraulis encrasicolus, a Takxke Hammune e€ pa3HOpa3MEpPHBIX JIMUMHOK B MOpPE CBHETEILCTBOBA-
JIM O MPOJOJDKEHUN Pe3yJIbTATUBHOTO HepecTa. buomMacca 300I1aHKTOHA BO3pacTalia B HallpaBJIeHUU
oT 1Iesba K TyOOKOBOAHBIM palioHaM. Menkopa3mepHsble (PpaKLIMK MITaHKTOHHBIX OPraHU3MOB TIpe-
obJiaganu Ha menbge, odecrieunBast 3/1eCh JIyqIie KOPMOBBIE YCIOBUS U151 BBKUBAHU S TMYUHOK PHIO.
HecMoTpst Ha 3HaUMTEIbHYIO OMOMACCy KeJleTebIX-TUIaHKTo(aroB B okTsa0pe 2016 r., ux BIUSHKE
Ha MXTHOTUIAHKTOHHBIE KOMITIEKCH YEPHOTO MOpS, MO-BUIUMOMY, OCTABAJIOCh HECYIIIECTBEHHBIM.

KuroueBhle ciaoBa: HUXTUOIIVIAaHKTOH, ME30IINTAaHKTOH, JKEJIETEBIN MAaKPpOIUTAHKTOH, MTUTAHUE IMYUHOK
pBIO, BUIOBOE pa3HOOOpasue, MPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE paciipenesienne, YépHoe Mope

Mopckoii buosnorrueckuii xypHain Marine Biological Journal 2023 vol. 8 no. 2



